
Photographing Fireworks  
Ed Jones 
 
Last night I went to a party that fireworks were to be shot off.  I took my D5100 
with the expectation of learning how to take pictures of fireworks.  I took some 
poor pictures, but I learned a great deal. 
I learned: 
 
It is essential to use a tripod.  I did. 
 
It is best to use M for manual mode on the camera.  I did. 
 
Do not use automatic focus.  I did.  When this is used the camera spends its 
own sweet time trying to focus in the dark on nothing and you miss your shot.  
When you see the trail of the rocket going up you want to press the shutter, 
but the camera will take three to five seconds to give up on focusing.  The 
boom goes off and the camera focuses, and shower happens.  Now the 
camera goes off when it is all over. 
 
Focus the camera manually with the focus ring between shots. 
 
It is best to use BULB and open the shutter at any time you want, preferably 
when the rocket trail goes up.  Release the shutter when the fireworks shower 
is all over.  Fireworks burst last from 1 to 4 seconds and you want to get all of 
it. 
 
Depending on the conditions, reduce the ISO to 100 or lower. The setting 
depends on length of bulb, sky light, background light.  Use ISO to control 
your camera exposure. 
 
It is essentials to back off from the fireworks display to 500 feet or more.  I did 
not and suffered for it.  If you do not, you will be taking pictures over your 
head and that is difficult with a tripod.  Also, the burst more than fills your 
display even with wide angle.  The shooter fires the rockets in every direction 
and you will have much difficulty in tracking the burst.  At times I was fearful of 
getting hit by the blast.  If you travel 500 feet away, tell those you are with 
where you are going.  I did not and got into trouble. 
 
Lastly, carry a small flash light.  I did not.  It is a bitch trying to switch all of the 
buttons on a camera set to manual in the dark. 


